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Connecting Vocabulary:

Fall 08 Evangelism Emphasis

Here are some key terms and ways in which we want to retrain our members to think about evangelism, related to our Mission & Vision.  Please be intentional about using this vocabulary in your presentations and materials.

connectors:  
people who are already connected to Christ 

You are a Connector if you have a personal, life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ – if you are grounded in worship, growing in discipleship and going in service.

And this raises the first question:  Are you sure you are connected to Christ?  Are you still firmly grounded/growing? Have you checked your own connection?  

You cannot be a Connector if you’re not connected to Christ.  


unconnected:  people who do not have this personal, life-transforming relationship to 

Christ.

 
Old vocabulary:   “nonbeliever” or “unchurched”

Our goal is not to “church” them.  And while our ultimate goal is that they become believers, our immediate goal is to get them engaged with Christ in some way - as seeker, questioner, hearer.  

Keep in mind:

· Some people may be church attenders or church members, but are 

not connected to Christ. 

· Some people may be disenfranchised from organized religion, so they are not connected to Christ. 

· Some people may know nothing about Christ, or what they know is inaccurate, so they are not connected to Christ.

connecting:  
Connecting is simply helping unconnected people get to know Christ.

Emphasis on connecting others to Christ, not connecting them to the church.  

Old vocabulary:   “Come and check out my church”

Connecting vocabulary: “Come and check out Jesus.”

connections:  Connections are opportunities:

· crucial moments in life when a situation offers you  the opportunity to demonstrate the character of Christ 

· opportunities that arise to have a conversation about the important things in life

The ultimate connection is the moment you can say, “I think I know what you’re looking for.  His name is Jesus. Come and see.” 

This is the heart of our evangelism strategy.

story: 

There are three parts to story:
· my story: my personal experience with Christ, 

· their story:  their personal experience/lack of experience w/Christ

· God’s big story of redemption

Old vocabulary: “testimony” 

This is what I have seen and heard.  This is what I know about Jesus.  This is what I want you to know.  This is where I am.  Our stories are not complete.  At certain times, our stories are not neat or resolved.. 

We want to have Christ-followers:

· who have first-hand experience of Jesus and can talk about it authentically

· who know how to ask good questions of others who are not connected to Christ

· who know how to listen to the other person’s story

· who know how to tell God’s big story in a simple way.

To tell God’s story, we will be using the four principles and diagrams from the book “True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In.”  (James Choung/IVP)

